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ASI to host laugh fest at the Nugget 


The event will be held 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
night. 


By GABBIE ALVIDREZ 
Staff Writer 


At the peak of semester stress, a 
little laugh can do the body good. 

Just before the kick-off of ‘fall se- 
mester finals, Associated Students Inc. 
and the University Student Union Pro- 
gram Council held auditions Monday 
for the first Comedy Night at The Nug- 
get Grill and Pub, which will be held at 


The semi-open mic night will fea- 
ture a variety of comedic types, in- 
cluding musical and stand-up acts. 
Fernando Dehonor, a junior aerospace 
engineering major and program con- 
sultant for ASI, said the evening is de- 
signed for pure entertainment. 

“It’s supposed to be for fun,” De- 
honor said. “Have a laugh, enjoy it, 
relax. No one is a professional. We 
wanted to do [this] for the students.” 

The first round of auditions started 


“Monday evening with fresh talent. 


With inhibitions set aside and a little 
shake in her hands, sophomore com- 
munication studies major Megann 
Jenkins started her comedy audition 
with an anecdote about her Thanksgiv- 
ing weekend. Jenkins was the first to 
audition. 
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“J just wanted to come and make 
someone laugh,” Jenkins said. 

Jenkins was originally planning on 
auditioning in a duo act with a friend, 
who changed her mind at the last min- 
ute. Deciding to go it alone, Jenkins 

’ said the inspiration for her material de- 
rives from her regular routine. 

“Just my life,” Jenkins said. “Things 
that happen to me on the daily.” 

Senior communication studies ma- 
jor Michael Olivier ended the auditions 
night with classic one-liners. 


.“This is my first 


ever,” Olivier said. “My biggest inspi- 


rations right now are 
and Louis C.K.” 


Both students are scheduled to perform 


SPORTS 


DAN MATULIS 1S 
THE BIGGEST MAN 


stand-up show 


Mitch Hedberg 
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Fernando Dehonor, a junior aerospace engineering major, 


watches on as David Miranda, a sophomore economics major, 


6 p.m. Wednesday. wae ; ss 
seen sone} auditions for Wednesday’s comedy night. 
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Breaking throug 


By HiLLary PHAN 
Staff Writer 


unior pre-nursing major Ryan Almiranez 
never felt like he could fit in — until he 
attended a dance practice held by the Cal 
State Long Beach Breakers. 
While the dancing sparked his inter- 
est, he said it was the other members who 
sealed the deal. They had little in common, other. 
than the fact that they did not fit into any other club. 

“It felt good finding people that I could relate 
to,” Almiranez said. “We’re all weirdly cool ... 
We’re misfits that don’t fit in anywhere else.” 

No dance experience is required to join the 
Breakers. Almiranez, now the president of the 
group, said it is a “mesh” of people from all various 
backgrounds and lifestyles, including martial art- 
ists, ballet dancers, salsa dancers and swimmers. 

While the CSULB Breakers are not widely rec- 
ognized around campus, the team is often a top 


See Comeny, Page 2 


contender at competitions. 

“Our breakers are one of the top known B-boys 
{among the universities], said Nick Oishi, former 
Breakers president and senior mechanical engineer 
major. 

The group hosted the annual Rock the Beach 
tournament in the East Gym on Nov. 17 which fea- 
tured 10 universities, including the University of 


, California, Berkeley and Cal Poly Pomona. 


Almiranez said that CSULB did not participate 
because they were hosting the event. 

“We had a great turnout, and the competition 
was won by a crew called Knuckleheads Cali,” 
Oishi said. “We had crews from all over Southern 
California come out and have a great time.” 

At tournaments, it’s common for the CSULB 
Breakers to either advance to the finals or win. Re- 
cent wins include placing first at Schools for Fools, 
a college-wide jam, in 2011 and placing second this 
March in the same competition. 

The difference between this breaking group and 


$ 


Aston Chan, a 
criminology major, 


practices his moves. 


= 


The CSULB Breakers held a competition on campus on Nov. 17. 


others is that they would rather practice among 
themselves than perform for a crowd. 

“For us, it’s a bigger thrill to perform together 
than in public, because our art form will be more 
appreciated,” Oishi said. 

Almiranez said that the most difficult aspects of 
the club are management and organization. 

“The nature of the people who do this dance 
is what causes that. difficulty of- organization,” 
Oishi said. “These people are independent. They 
don’t like being told what to do. Everyone wants to 


' dance their own way with their own music.” 


The group meets every week on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 7 to 10 p.m. For $15 
a semester, the group offers a beginners class on 
Mondays in the Physical Education building room 
93 and an intermediate class on Wednesdays at the 
Pyramid in room 003. Fridays are an open session 
in PE-93, and nonmembers are welcome. 

“This is our release. It’s not a Sport,” Oishi said.’ 
“Dancing is where we can forget about everything.” 


White’s - 
replacement 
at UCR 
anounced 


Jane Conoley will take 
White’s position when 
he becomes the CSU 
chancellor. 


By Evan CoRNUTT 
Staff Writer 


_ .The University of California an- 
nounced last week that Jane Conoley 
will replace Timothy P. White as chan- 
cellor of University of California, Riv- 
erside on Dec. 31. 

White-will leave his position at UCR 
to become the new chancellor of the 
Cal State University system, which he 
was selected for on Oct. 4. 

Conoley is currently the dean of 
‘the’ University of California, Santa 
Barbara Graduate School of Educa- 
tion, a position she has held since 
2006, according to the UCSB web- 
site. Conoley will work as the acting 
chancellor, and a full-time replace- 
ment for White will be named in 
June, according to UCR Spokesman 
Ross French. 

French said that while the vast 
majority of people at UCR are sad to 
see White leave, they are also happy 
to see White get a chance to use his 
stature to try and help the CSU sys- 
tem. 

According to UC Office of the Presi- 
dent,Spokesperson Brooke Converse, a 
search committee for White’s full-time 
replacement has not been decided upon 
yet. 

“Jane Close Conoley has long been 
a nationally recognized education ex- 
pert, and she is a treasured member 
of the UC community,” UC President 
Mark G. Yudof said in a press release. 
“With her serving in this interim 
role, I am confident that the Riverside 
campus will keep moving forward on 
several fronts, especially student suc- 
cess. 2 

Conoley is expected to serve.as act 


- ing chancellor until at least the end of 


the school year. 
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Graduate student spends 11 years in Africa 


Jesse Garcia has 
returned to CSULB as 
a teaching assistant. 


By Rasrya Hussaw - 
Staff Writer 


While most students graduate and 
start their hunt for jobs, Jesse Garcia, a 
Cal State Long Beach graduate student 
and teaching assistant, took a different 
route after college. He went to Africa. 

In 1999, a few credits away from re- 
ceiving a bachelor’s degree in Spanish 
and English literature from the Univer- 
sity of San Francisco, Garcia found his 
interest piqued when he heard about the 
Peace Corps. A year later at just 25 years 
old, Garcia was on a plane to Zimbabwe. 


“Going into it, I intended only to do 


the two years of the Peace Corps,” Gar- 
cia said. “I never expected it to balloon 
into 11 years of living in Africa.” 
Garcia said he started his Peace 
Corps service by teaching English to 
' high school students in a little village in 
the Mashonaland region of Zimbabwe. 
“The very first day of teaching was 
intimidating because I was teaching 


kids who were almost my age at the 
time,” Garcia said. “There were some 
students who were 21 years old and 
[still] in high school because they got 
a late start.” X 

Eventually Garcia settled into his 
work, but just 10 months into his as- 


teaching, Garcia. began an internship 
with Population Services International, 
a global health organization. That was 
followed by another internship and even- 
tual full-time position with the United 
Nations’ World Food Programme, which 
lasted six years. 
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ated _volun- 
teers made 
their way back 
home, Garcia 
said he decid- 
ed to stay. 

“I was so 
stubborn. | 
wanted to do , 
the Peace Corps and do the complete 
two years, so they transferred me to 
Senegal to learn French,” Garcia said. 
“They then transferred me to Guinea to 


another teaching assignment, and that’s 


where I just sort of went with it.” 
After completing his two years of 


-Jesse Garcia, graduate student 


almost my age at the I was just 
time.” 


at the right 
place at the 
right time.” 

Athena 
Pantazis, who 
was in the 
Peace. Corps 
with . Garcia 
in Guinea, said she believes his friendly 
personality and grasp of the local lan- 
guage, Pulaar, were some of the reasons 
why he was well-suited to stay in Guinea 
so long.’ 

On one occasion while Garcia was 
visiting her village, Pantazis said she 


recalls being surprised by how outgo- 
ing he was.” 

“While in my village, he went out on 
his own while I was teaching one morn- 
ing and made new friends with people 
I had never met, as well as visited with 
my good friend TaTa without me,” Pan- 
tazis said. “No one else who had come 
to visit had ever done that.” 


Matthew Rusling also met Garcia as — 


a volunteer in the Peace Corps but lost 
touch with him during the evacuation 
from Zimbabwe. 

According to Rusling, Garcia’s cu- 
riosity. of other cultures and languages 
was what set him apart from others. 

“There is a tendency of a lot of NGOs 
and journalists to go overseas and just 
hang out with other expats the whole 
several years that they are there and 
have very little to do with the commu- 
nities that they live in,” Rusling safd. 
“{But Garcia] was not like that at all.” 

Garcia returned home in 2010, and 
is now a teaching assistant in the Ro- 


mance, German, & Russian languages - 


and literatures department at CSULB. 
He is also pursuing a master’s degree in 
French and Francophone studies. 

Now in his late 30s, Garcia is again 
just a few credits away from graduation, 
though this time he said he is thinking 
about Ph.D. programs instead of Africa. 
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at Wednesday night’s show. Audi- - 


ence members who want to join in 
’ on the fun will be allowed to sign up 
on the night of the event. 2 

“We give enough time for every- 
one to fit in,’ Dehonor said. “Because 
it’s semi-open mic, we will have peo- 
ple there adding other performers.” 

Because only Jenkins and Ol- 
ivier were able to audition Monday 
night, Dehonor said the event will 
accept applicants the night of the 
event to keep things fair. 

“The auditions are to make sure 
no one crosses4the line and offends 
anyone,” Dehonor said. 

Student assistants will be on 
hand to register new acts and have 
the comedians sign release forms 
and waivers. The light-hearted 
night will be in sheer fun, leaving 
room for some aspects of the event 
to be changed for future events, De- 
honor said.~ d 

“We're still working out the 
kinks,” Dehonor said. “We are test- 
ing out the waters to see what the 
students react to.” 

-The evening will kick off with 
introductions by Cal State Long 

, Beach alumnus Andy Kneis, an up- 
and-coming comedian. 


Federal budget standoff is nerve racking for state’s long term jobless 


SACRAMENTO — The federal 
budget crisis in Washington known 
as the “fiscal cliff’ has an estimated 


400,000 long-term jobless Californians 


on the edge. 

A 4 1/2-year-old program of emer- 
gency federal jobless assistance, which 
provides many of the state’s unem- 


ployed up to $450 a week in benefits, is . 


scheduled to expire Dec. 29 — unless 


Congress and President Obama agree ~ 


to keep it going. 

Nationwide, about 2 million people 
sface a cutoff in unemployment bene- 
fits, estimated to cost $30 billion in the 
coming year. An additional 1 million 
jobless workers are expected to lose 
unemployment benefits by March. 

“There’s. going to’be millions of 
us who, basically, will be out. in the 
streets,” said Lis De Bats, 54, an Agou- 
ra Hills resident laid off in January 
from a job as a new-home sales man- 
ager. “I’d lose my home and everything 
that goes along with it. I’ve used up all 
my resources.” 

Although the federal budget debate 
has prompted worries in many sectors 
of the economy, including federal work- 
ers and aerospace workers in Southern 
California, the threat to these emergen- 
cy benefits is especially nerve-racking 
to those with no other means of support. 

‘ In California, notices of the impend- 
ing loss of benefits are being mailed this 
week. The letters also provide informa- 
tion about other types of state support, 
including food stamps, welfare and 
healthcare programs for the poor. 

And the benefits are important not 
just to needy individuals and families 
but also to economically hard-pressed 


Staring over a cliff 


Unless Congress acts, taxes will increase next year and spending cuts will take place. In addition 
to tax cut expirations, spending cuts would begin, totaling $1.2 trillion through 2021. 


Tax changes 
Provisions expiring at year’s 
end, in billions 
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communities, economists say. 

“Tf you take money out of the econo- 
my, it will slow economic growth,” said 
Stephen Levy, director of the Center 


_ for Continuing Study of the California 


Economy in Palo Alto. “What’s hap- 
pening in Europe should show us that 
taking money out of the economy leads 
to recession.” 

So far, the nation’s policymakers on 
Capitol Hill and in the Obama admin- 
istration haven’t reached an agreement 


Higher taxes 


Per household hike would 
average 5 percent 


=. Tee 
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Fourth 
$108,266 
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Second 
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Lowest : 
920,133 37 
10% 20- 30 
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in each quintile 


on whether to extend unemployment 
benefits, keep the President George W. 
Bush-era payroll tax cuts, and allow 
automatic federal spending reductions 
to kick in, among other options, before 
Congress adjourns at year’s end. 
-For-many chronically unemployed, 
those who haven’t found steady work 
more than a year after being laid off, 
these emergency benefits are often their 
only way to pay for mortgages or rent, 
food and gasoline. As of October, about 
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Spending cuts — 
Where the cuts would 
come from 

Lowered caps on | 


discretionary 
sith oe 


debt service 


LE 
Reductions 
in mandatory 
spending 
+ Discretionary spending is money 
approved by Congress each year 


+ Mandatory spending is money spent 
for entitlement programs, such as 
Social Security 
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35 percent of the state’s nearly 2 mil- 
lion jobless had been out of work for 52 
weeks or longer, according to the state 
Employment Development 
ment. 

De Bats of Agoura Hills said she ap- 
plies for an average of 50 jobs a week 
only to see the few openings filled by 
lower-paid, entry-level job seekers. 

“T’ve cut everything to the bare min- 
imal needed,” she said. “It’s been really 
tough.” 
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EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)*A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
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Her predicament is typical of a large 
group of stubbornly unemployed de- 
spite gradual improvements\in both 
the California and national economies, 
experts said. 

California’s ‘nchiplessneaale rate in 
October dropped to 10.1% from 11.5% 
in October 2011. Still, the state had the 
third-highest unemployment level in the 
nation: after Nevada and Rhode Island. 
The national rate was 7.9% in October. 

“What we have is a crisis of long- 
term unemployment,’ said Maurice 
Emsellem, policy: co-director on the 
West Coast for the National Employ- 
ment Law Project, which advocates for 
the jobless and working poor. “We’ve 
never had this many people unem- 
ployed for this long.” 

Whether the federal unemploy- 
ment payments get another extension 
remains uncertain. Unemployment 
benefits got little attention during the 
presidential campaign. Drew Hammill, 
a spokesman for House Democratic 
Leader Nancy Pelosi of San Francisco, 
said that “Democrats have supported 
extending unemployment insurance 
benefits over and over again.” But he 


-noted that the federal emergency ex- 


tensions are just one of about “a dozen 
things that expire at the end of the year” 
and that might be addressed as part of a 
“fiscal cliff” deal. 

For its part, the administration of 
Gov. Jerry Brown is lobbying Wash- 
ington about “the significant impact 
the end of benefits will have on unem- 
ployed Californians,” said Elizabeth 
Ashford, a spokeswoman for Brown. 


— Marc Lifsher, Los Angeles Times 
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Service members challenge policy on women in combat 


WASHINGTON — Taliban fighters 
didn’t discriminate when they wounded 


then-Capt. Mary Jennings of the Cali- _ 


fornia Air National Guard. She was the 
enemy, so they shot at her as well as the 
men flying beside her. - 

Now a major, and known as Mary 
Jennings Hegar, the decorated heli- 
copter pilot and other female service 
members are opening a new front in 


‘the challenge to the military’s long- 


standing exclusion of women from 
ground combat positions. In a federal 
lawsuit filed Tuesday, the women say 
eliminating. the policy is long over- 
due. : 

“This policy is outdated, and it does 
not match the reality of modern war,” 
American Civil Liberties Union senior 
staff attorney Ariela Migdal said in a 
telephone news conference. 

The. lawsuit filed by the -ACLU in 
U.S. District Court in San Francisco 
is the second this year challenging the 
military’s female ground-combat ex- 
clusion. policy. Last May, a University 
of Virginia Law School team filed the 
first suit in federal court in Washing- 
ton. 

The lawsuits take similar approach- 


- es, calling the military policy a viola- 
“tion of constitutional guarantees of 


equal protection and a hindrance to 
promotion potential. Both also face 
similar challenges. In particular, courts 
often are loath to interfere with military 
practices. : 

“The ground combat assignment 
policy is founded on (the Defense De- 


partment’s) assessment, based on its 


military expertise, of what is neces- 
sary to preserve force readiness and 


military effectiveness,” Justice Depart- 


ment aapineys wrote in response to the . 


Washington lawsuit, adding that “this 
assessment is entitled to substantial 
deference.” 

The military’s policy regarding 
women in combat has been a work in 
progress since 1948, when Congress 
first passed a law making women a 
permanent — though explicitly limited 
— part.of the U.S. arméd services. By 
1994, after the first Persian Gulf War, 
the Pentagon narrowed the female ex- 
clusion to cover units below the brigade 
level whose primary mission is to en- 
gage in direct combat on the ground. A 
brigade is usually composed of 3,000 to 
5,000 troops. 

Last February, the Pentagon. fur- 
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Col. Ricky Gibbs places a Purple Heart on the collar of Sgt. Jennifer Hunt, a civil affairs specialist, for 
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wounds suffered due to enemy contact during her deployment. Hunt is one of several servicewomen join- 
ing a lawsuit filed Tuesday, challenging the Pentagon's policy excluding women from combat positions. 


ther refined the exclusion to allow 
women in certain, occupations to 
serve in battalion-level units, which 
typically have 500 to 600 soldiers. In- 
dividual branches also are permitted 
to excludé women from their special 
operations forces, such as the Nav 
SEALs. 
“The elimination of gender-restrict- 
ed assignment policies requires delib- 
erate action,” the Pentagon’s February 


COME GET A 


report to Congress cautioned. “There 
are serious practical barriers, which re- 
quire time to resolve.” 

In past cases, the Supreme Court has 
said sex discrimination is permitted 
only if it’s supported by an “exceed- 
ingly persuasive” justification that’s 
substantially related to “important gov- 
ernmental objectives.” 

Combat, though, doesn’t always 
respect the bureaucratic or legal nice- 
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tiesto Ss <u. 
~ More than 280,000 women have 
served in the military during the past 
decade, while the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars have been fought. More than 130 
have died and more than 800 have been 
wounded, according to the Congressio- 
nal Research Service. 

Hegar came under fire on July 29, 
2009, while co-piloting a HH-60G 
Pave Hawk search-and-rescue helicop- 


ter near Kandahar Airfield in Afghan- 
istan. Assigned to the 129th Rescue 
Squadron, usually based at Moffett. 
Field in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
Hegar was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with Valor, as well as 
the Purple Heart, for her actions that 
day in rescuing three wounded U.S. 
soldiers. 

“My story is not exceptional or un- 
common,” Hegar said Tuesday. “The 
vast majority of men I have served with 
in combat didn’t care if | was a woman. 
They cared only about whether I could 

“do the job.” 

Even with the ground combat ban in 

place, Hegar noted that she ended up 


engaging the enemy from the ground 


for about 20 minutes after her helicop- 
ter crashed. Hegar, now 36, said if the 
policy were lifted she could apply for a 
ground combat position, which would 
help her career. Without that potential, : 
she said, she’s transitioning out of the 
Galifornia Air National Guard into the 
Reserves. 

Another woman joining the case, 

Staff Sgt. Jennifer Hunt of the Army 
Reserves, served in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, where she was wounded in Au- 
gust 2007 by a roadside bomb while 
on a reconstruction mission. Hunt, now 
28, says the ground combat exclusion 
policy has barred her from the lead- 
ership schools and experiences usu- 
ally. needed for promotion into higher 
ranks. - 
Various military branches differ 
in their placement of women. While 
99 percent of Air Force positions are 
open to women, according to the De- 
fense Department, only 66 percent of 
Army positions and 68 percent of Ma- 
rine Corps positions are. Women can 
qualify for 80 percent of Navy posi- 
tions. Tan 

All told, women constitute about 
14.5 percent of the 1.4 million active- 
duty personnel. 

“There’s definitely a feeling 
among servicewomen that the Pen- 
tagon’s progress is not enough,” 
Migdal said. 

Last year, Rep. Loretta Sanchez, D- 
Calif., authored a measure to remove 
the combat exclusion policy legislative- 
ly, but the bill attracted no co-sponsors 
and didn’t pass. — 


— By Michael Doyle, McClatchy 
Newspapers 
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Not everybody gets to apologize 
for excessive party rocking like the 
pop group LMFAO does. 

This is the case of Mason 
Sumnicht, a pledge of Chico State’s 
Sigma Pi chapter, who paid with 
his life. Surmgicit died of alcohol 

poi- 
soning 

Our VIEW 1 

days 
after 
his 21st birthday. He had gone 
out with his friends in celebration 
and had way more alcohol than his 
body could handle. _ 

Sumnicht’s death came on the 
heels of 11 other incidents this 
past year in which Greek broth- 
ers and sisters committed illegal 
acts and violations against Chico 
State’s policy. Thus administration 
suspended all Greek activities as- 
sociated with the campus. 

This includes socials, festivals, 
. meetings, elections and most defi- 
nitely parties. 

All Greek houses are being 
asked to remove or hide their 


letters. If they do not, the ad- ‘ 


$0 whatdo we doo on. 
, the weekends? 


ministration will look at this as 
insubordination and think twice 
when considering to reinstate that 
fraternity or sorority once the 
suspension is lifted. 

With the way Chico State’s 
- Greek life was heading, the admin- 
istration felt the only way to regain 
control was to suspend the Greeks 
altogether. However, this was a ter- 
rible decision. 

As tragic as Sumnicht’s death 
was, the administration neglected 


to realize the situation took place somewhere other than a fraternity 
house. Who’s to say. Sumnicht’s involvement in Sigma Pi 'contribut- 
ed to his death? Even if it did, it isn’t fair that every other fraternity 
and sorority on campus must suffer due to one person’s mistake. 
While Chico State’s reaction continued building throughout a 
year of Greek infractions, a lot of these instances could be atoned to 


a small group of irresponsible people. 


Not every member of the Greek life is a culprit in these situa- 
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disbanded. 


tions. Actually, the amount is vety minimal. 
Even though all Greek life is suspended, it does not mean the 
group of people who hold a fraternity or sorority together will be 


Greeks are already very good at secrecy. While there can no lon- 
ger be blatant Greek parties, who’s the say Greeks cannot throw un- 
derground shindigs? Even though they are gone for now, the Greeks 
will realize they need to still be recruiting during their suspension. 


OpedD49er@gm ail.com 


They cannot atiord to fully disband during this a! 
they will just have to be clever. 
College students drink. College students make mistakes. Sum- 


nicht never should have died, but he did, and everyone, not just the 


Greeks, should take notice. It can happen to anyone if he or she 
is not careful. Yet, blaming the entire Greek systems for isolated 
instances just seems too rash. 

Chico State jumped the gun on this one. 


CSULB is catching up with others by offering queer studies minor 


The Cal State University Academic Senate 
"and Cal State Long Beach Academic Senate has 
approved a new minor for the university, queer 

studies. 

The idea for the minor was developed by 
Jennifer Reed, an associate professor within the 
women’s, gender and sexuality studies depart- 
ment. 

” Reed is also a member of the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Task Force. 
She has mentioned that the term “queer” is not 
offensive, it is only an umbrella word in academia 
to include a wide range of sexuality. 

The minor took about two years to be ap- 
proved. Students in pursuit of this major will be 
required to take an introduction to queer studies 

’ course and a queering gender course. The other 
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Chasen Doerr’ 


elective courses offered next fall under the wom- 
en’s, gender and sexual studies department will 
include: gender and sexuality in Asian America; 
American Indian genders and sexualities; critical 
issues in Chicana and Latina studies; gender, 
sexuality, and desire in world history context and 
reproductive justice. 

- It’s 2012, and we finally 
have an academic minor for 
queer studies. A major would 
have been nice to make up for 
our school being completely behind the times, -but 
this is the first step. 

Dina Peroone, an assistant professor of sex, 
sexuality, crime and punishment, said she sup- 
ports this minor and feels that it is imperative to 
inform students about this subject for life in the 
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real world. 

Queer studies is a critical approach to studies 
based on issues including sexual orientation, gen- 
der identity, the LGBT community and culture. 
The minor includes academic study in categories 
such as biology, sociology, psychology, political 
science and ethics. . 

Considering that we have a 
large LGBT community and 
pride parade in Long Beach, I 
would have assumed we would 
have this by now. 

Our neighboring schools, Cal State Fullerton 
and Cal State Northridge, already offer degrees in 
the same field. 

Other California schools offer degrees and 


. certificates. Humboldt State University offers a 
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multicultural queer studies minor. The University 
of California, Berkeley offers an LGBT studies 
minor. The University of California, Santa Bar- 
bara offers a queer studies minor in their depart- 
ment of feminist studies, and San Francisco State 
University offers an LGBT studies minor through 
its LGBT program. 

I can understand SFSU beating us to the 
punch, but we are clearly a city of many cultures 
with a large community that appeals to this 
minor: 

I am proud that we will have the aption next 
year for this minor. I hope to see it become a 
major soon with more classes and options. 

Krista Brooks is a junior journalism major 
and the assistant opinions editor for oe Daily 
49er. 
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Campus Voice - 


Do you think Chico State should have 
suspended its Greek system? 


= 


“No, because it’s based on “They should. Number ‘No. I'm a member of a “They shouldnt suspend it. 


one case. Just because it one, because it’s putting Greek fraternity andI + Parties sometimes get out 
happened to one person people in danger. Second, think it only contributes of the control. They should 
doesnt mean tt 1s going because it creates a bad _ to my life, and I want Just put more regulations 
to happen to somebody reputation for the other people to have the on things to make sure 
else.” university. ” opportunity. ” that stuff like that doesnt 
; happen again. ” 
- Alejandra Lopez, - Anthony Peraza, : - Peter Mooney, i: Thuy Vu, junior biology 
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Flexible schedules. 
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or email: bmunson@csulb.edu 


Wednesday, November 28, 2012 


www.Dai 


AXer.com 


DiversionsD49er@email.com 
S 


Michael Haneke’s ‘Amour’ redefines love ever after 


The foreign film reexamines 
what love is like in the later 
years of life. 


By GABBIE ALVIDREZ 
Staff Writer 


_ Diversity is one of many things that audiences 
around the world look for in a film. “Amour,” directed 
by Michael Haneke, is a prime example of a film that 


be. 

Retired music teachers Georges (Jean-Louis 
Trintignant) and Anne (Emmanuelle Riva).have set- 
tled into their 80s. Their children are now adults, and 
they have nothing but time. 

Based in Paris, the film follows Georges’ emotion- 
al deterioration as Anne falls ill and requires home 
care. Haneke focuses on the strain that Anne’s condi- 
tion has on their relationship, driving Georges into a 
helpless and bitter disposition. 

Georges continues to expect Anne to be the same 
woman she has always been, a woman who is able to 
manage herself and function at a normal capacity. But 
with Anne’s.sudden illness, he is at a loss for solutions 
and patience. Haneke carefully illustrates Georges’ 

deterioration following Anne’s medical state by zon- 
ing in on his raw emotion and sincerity. : 

This film relies on the gravity of age and the influ- 
ence time has on people and relationships. Georges’ 
character is gentle and’considerate, and Haneke does 
a fantastic job at portraying his emerging frustration 
and the feeling of emptiness Anne’s sickness educes. 

Trintignant and Riva’s performances reflect the in- 
tensity and realism of the subject matter, balancing a 
truthful story with believable talent. But, while the 


challenges the audience’s idea of what a film should . 


. Sony Pictures CLAssics 


Georges (Jean-Louis Trintignant) tries to comfort his wife after she learns of her illness. 


film excelled in conveying emotion, it struggled with 
stimulating dialogue. 

The film relied heavily on themes and the overex- 
posure of emotion but lacked cohesiveness as a re- 
sult of its weak script. This makes what should be a 


heartfelt story feel empty after viewers already know 
Anne is ill and Georges is hanging on by a thread. 

While viewers may get lost in the scenes of teary 
eyes and difficult decision-making, there is one 
stone still left unturned. The dramatic nature of 
Anne’s illness constantly makes the viewer wonder 
how her death will come. There are moments of si- 
lence where her breathing slows and her fate is ques- 
tionable. : 

While Anne’s future is at a standstill, the suspense 
builds to clusters of decisions that challenge the usual 
perception of love and commitment. Both dreary and 
thought provoking, Haneke’s “Amour” is one of a 


_ kind, 


“Amour” will be available in theaters on Dec. 16 
and is the Austrian entry for “Best Foreign Film” in 
the upcoming 2012 Academy Awards. 
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Comedy University 
6-9p.m. 

Nugget Grill and Pub 

The Program Council is 
hosting a comedy night at 
the Nugget Grill and Pub 
tonight. Cheer on your fellow 
classmates as they tell their 
best stories and punch lines. 
Heck, you might even enjoy ~ 
the show and get a laugh or 
two out of it. Admission is 
free. 


Bowling Tournament 


.7-10 p.m. : 


University Student Union 
Games Center Bowling Alley 
The Long Beach State Bowl- 
ing club is hosting a bowling 
tournament to see who is 
worthy to win up to $500. 


* Teams of five will battle 


against each other for money 
and glory. To sign up for the 
tournament, email the team 
at longbeachbowling@gmail. 
com, 


School of Art 

12-7p.m. 

CSULB Student Art Galleries 
The student art galleries at 
Ca] State Long Beach will be 
showcasing new artwork | 


by students. Each week will i 
display different students’ i 
artwork. Admission is free. 
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your final exams 
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STAY CONNECTED! 


Sign up for breaking news email 
alerts and be able to surf‘through 
conent right in your email! 


Sign up at daily49er.com/register 
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Follow @49erSports on Twitter 
For all things LBSU 
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Cartoonists Wanted 


As educators, we know that great EYE CARE for STUDENTS Join the Daily 49er and see your 
teachers make for great classes so 
our philosophy has always been to $99 SPECIAL work here! Contact us at 


use fully crendentialed teachers 
with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom 
experience. This is the basis for 
our high quality programs at 
affordable prices. 


Includes: Eye exam & eye glasses 
Or 


Eye exam & 1 pair of disposable 
contact lenses 


eicd49er@gmail.com 


$260-$450 (Materials Or 
Included) REPEAT FOR FREE 20% off eye exam Follow the 
Programs Offered By: 20% off eye glasses 


California State University Long 
Beach 


Continuing-and Professional 


Long Beach arts and 
entertainment calendar of events 


Find reviews and information 
about local venues 


In a band? 

Send us your information! 
Know a band or venue? 
Send us the details. 

We'd love to hear your ideas! 


Get in contact with Distractions 
by The Beach at 


www.Daily49er.com/Diversions 


10% off contact lenses 
20% off prescription sunglasses 


Master of Arts in Social 
Entrepreneurship and Change 


In less than 2 years, you can 
begin improving the lives and 
welfare of others. 


Peppperdine University’s 
innovative program provides you 
with the tools you need to turn 
your passion into a career. 


And it’s 40% online, for working 
professional. 


Call (886) 503-5467 to speak 


Daily 49er on: 


twitter 
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www.daily49er.com 
for more information 
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Matulis helps LBSU men’s water polo team reach new heights 


Standing at 611”, Dan 
Matulis is the tallest 
athlete on campus. 


By MATTHEW Sousa 
Staff Writer 


If the Green Giant vegetable com- 
pany was looking to replace the “Jolly 
Green Giant” character on the front la- 
bel of its cans and packages, Dan Matu- 
lis might be the guy. 

Matulis isn’t green, but he can -cer- 
tainly be considered a giant. Standing 
just-two inches shorter than Shaquille 
O’Neal at 6 feet 11 inches tall, Matulis, 
who wears size-16 shoes, is the tallest 
athlete at Long Beach State. 

If youre thinking he’s a_basket- 
ball player, think again. Matulis plays 
center position for the men’s ‘water 
polo team, which ended-its season on 
Sunday with a fifth-place finish at the 
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 
(MPSF) tournament. Matulis led the 
team with 69 goals and earned second- 
team MPSF honors this season. 

Matulis started playing basketball when 
he was eight years old, but knee problems 
eventually forced.him to make the jump 
to water polo. The transition wasn’t a dif- 
ficult one considering he was part of a 
swimming team since he was young. 

“T just loved playing water polo,” 


Matulis said. “I knew it was the direc- 
tion I wanted to go.” 

Matulis’ decision to switch sports was 
quickly confirmed as a good one. He 
was a standout at Milford High School 
in Ohio, as he earned all-state honors in 
2007 and 2008. He led the Eagles to a 
state championship in 2008 and set sin- 
gle-season school records in goals and as- 
sists the same year. Matulis’ statistics and 
accolades eventually got him to LBSU on 
a full scholarship to play water polo. - 

Matulis’ height may have paved his 
way to The Beach, but it also comes 


Lone BEACH State ATHLETICS 


Peter Pappageorge (2) has emerged as a major threat from beyond the 
arc and is now one of three 49ers averaging over 10 points per game. 


SrepHen Georces | Lonc Beach State ATHLETICS 
Junior center Dan Matulis.rears back to shoot one of the team-leading 69 goals he scored this year. 


with its disadvantages. 

“T usually don’t have much leg room 
when I have to take a plane, and it can 
be pretty tight in my car when I have 
to drive,’ Matulis said, “but nobody’s 
going to make the world bigger-for me. 
I just need to get used to it.” 

Matulis has also had to adjust to a 
few weaknesses created by being tall. 
Fortunately for him, he knows what 
they are and how to limit their influence 
on his ability in the pool. : 

“T’m one of the slowest guys in my 
team,” he said, “so anytime there’s a 


turnover, I can’t get back into position 
like some of the smaller guys who tend 
to be a little quicker.” 

Head coach Gavin Arroyo said hav- 
ing Matulis as his center filled an impor- 
tant role in the LBSU lineup. 

“He has a strong presence, and he’s 
very dominant in his position,’ Arroyo 
said. “It’s difficult to get the ball away 
from him. He’s also a very likeable guy 
and a big piece of what we’re doing.” 

Arroyo also said that Matulis is a 
real gentleman, and that trait some- 
times carries over into the pool. 


“He’s a ‘great person and just such 
a nice guy, even too nice at times,” he 
said. “I sometimes have to get him to be 
a little meaner when we’re competing.” 

Matulis’ likeability and skills in the 
pool quickly earned him the respect of 
his teammates. According to senior at- 
tacker Barry Snyder, his height has made 
him a dominant force and someone the 
49ers are happy to have on their side. 

“Size does matter, and he’s definitely 
bigger than everyone out there,” Snyder 
said. “He has the ability to move people 
around and out-strengthen them, which 
‘becomes mentally intimidating for op- 
ponents.” 

Snyder, who is also Matulis’ room- 


_mate, also said that the Ohio native’s 


respectful mannerisms are on full dis- 
play out of competition. 

“He’s a pretty quiet guy outside the 
pool,” he said, “but I find it funny how 
he has a tendency to yell at the refs. 
That can be pretty funny.” 

Matulis’ long-term dream is to go 
to the 2016 Olympics as a part of the 
United States men’s water polo team. 
But for now, he is enjoying the satisfac- 
tion of guiding LBSU to its first MPSF 
tournament since 2008 and leading it to 
its best overall finish since 1981. 

LBSU will return nearly all of its start- 
ers and key players 2013. With Matulis 


‘at the helm, The Beach will have a great 


chance to build upon this year’s success. 
After that, the 49ers’ own “Jolly Green 

Giant” can turn his attention to swim- 

ming his way to Rio.De Janeiro in 2016. 


‘Niners looking for second straight win 


LBSU will head to 
Loyola Marymount in 


- search of its first win 


streak of the year. 


By DANIEL VAN HoosIrER 
Staff Writer : 


After picking up its first Division I 
victory of the season over the weekend, 
the Long Beach State men’s basketball 
team will look to carry some momen- 
tum into Thursday’s trip to Loyola 
Marymount. 

The Beach (2-3) defeated Fresno 
State (3-2) on the road Sunday after- 
noon behind a career-high 23 points 
from Peter Pappageorge. ~~ 

The senior guard knocked down 
four 3-pointers and was a perfect 7-for- 
7 from the free-throw line en route to 
raising his career mark for the second 


straight game after scoring 16 in a loss 
at Arizona. He has yet to miss from 
the line in 12 attempts this season and 
his 44 percent shooting from 3-point 
range is good for eighth in the Big 
West Conference. 

“We're all taking on bigger roles,” 
Pappageorge said. “I have alittle more 
time to just let the game come to me 
instead of having the feeling to maybe 
force shots up. It’s nice, if they want me 
to start I'll do the best I can. Coming 
off the bench, I’m going to have the 
same mindset, the same attitude no 
matter what.” 3 

LBSU head coach Dan Monson said 
he is not surprised by the extra contribu- 
tions Pappageorge has provided as of late. 

“We knew what we were getting 
from last year,’-Monson said. “His 
number-one strength is his consistency. 
He doesn’t make mistakes, he takes 
good shots, he’s in the right place de- 


fensively — he’s really stabilized us’ 


with some consistency.” 
Pappageorge joins guards James En- 


“ster,” 


nis and Mike Caffey on the list of 49ers 
who are averaging double-digit points 
so far-on the season. 

Ennis leads the team in scoring 
(15.6) and is second in rebounding (7) 
behind only junior forward Dan Jen- 
nings (7.4). Caffey is averaging 11.2 
points per game and a team-leading 4.4 
assists. 

When The Beach takes ‘on LMU (3- 
3) on Thursday, it will attempt to con- 
tain the Lions’ two stars in junior guard 
Anthony freland and senior forward 
Ashley Hamilton. 

“That’s kind of a two-headed mon- 
he said. “To control Loyola you're 
going to have to control those two, espe- 
cially Ireland. He’s one of the best point 
guards on the west coast. | think it'll be a 
terrific matchup with Mike Caffey.” 

Ireland is the Lions’ overall leader 
and averages of 23.5 points and 4.3 as- 
sists a night. Hamilton has tallied 13.5 
points and 7.5 boards per contest so far. 

Tip-off is set for 7 p.m. at Gersten 
Pavillion. 


SDAILY49ER. 
HIRING © 


ASSISTANT POSITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 


APPLICATIONS DUE 


- Nov. 30 @5 p.m. 


TURN Inl[tO KASIA HALL | 


‘ares megae mes 


STAY 
CONNECTED! 


Sign up for breaking 
news e-mail alerts and 


be able to surf through 
content right in 
your e-mail! 


Sign up at daily49er.com/register 


